Attention all seed collectors,

Re: New Restoration Gardens Project – seed collecting
We are beginning an additional research project associated with the Dixon Nat’l Tallgrass Prairie Seed Bank. In this new project, Drs. Pati Vitt and Kay Havens are heading an effort to establish restoration gardens within the geographic range of 10 species from the tallgrass prairie region to study the ecological genetics of climate change. A project with such a large geographic scope could not be accomplished without with the support of a network of seed collectors like you. If any of the 10 species below occur in your ecoregion, we would like your help in collecting them for the Restoration Gardens Project. We are accepting collections of these species from any ecoregion within the species range (doesn’t have to be within the traditional tallgrass prairie region). For those of you collecting outside the tallgrass prairie region, the entire Omernick level III ecoregion map can be found on our website at: http://www.cbgseedbank.org/index.php/restoration-collection-target-species
Because of the nature of the Restoration Gardens Project, a different seed collection strategy than we regularly carry out will be employed. Collections of the following 10 species made for the Restoration Gardens Project should be collected along maternal lines.  The same datasheets, protocols, and shipping methods that we use regularly for the Dixon Nat’l Tallgrass Prairie Seed Bank apply here – the only difference is that, when collecting, seed from each individual plant (maternal line) must be bagged separately (as opposed to bulking the seed collection into 1 or 2 bags as we do for regular seed bank collections).  We would still require 2 herbarium vouchers, a DNA voucher, and completed datasheet as with regular collections. We can supply you with bags for keeping maternal lines separate – please contact Dave Sollenberger, dsollenberger@chicagobotanic.org. A stipend of $135/collection applies.  On our Restoration Collection Target List, these 10 species will be highlighted in blue to signify that these species require a special collecting technique.
The species for the Restoration Gardens Project are as follows:
Desmanthus illinoensis

Oligoneuron rigidum

Eryngium yuccifolium

Penstemon digitalis

Potentilla arguta

Pycnanthemum virginianum

Ratibida pinnata

Schizachyrium scoparium

Sorghastrum nutans

Symphyotrichum laeve var. laeve

For questions about the Restoration Gardens Project in general, please contact Pati Vitt, pvitt@chicagobotanic.org
Thank you for your help on this important project.

